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OFFICIAL SENSITIVE

While a cessatmn of hostﬂmes (CoH) that is adhered to would deﬁmtlvely remove
the risk of violations of THL, we recognise that the ongoing efforts are dependent on

all parties’ mlllngness to find agreement

My conclusion is that,

ignificant progress has been made in the period since
31October and the Cmtenon 2(c) threshold has not been meét. Iasked my officials to
seek advice

In the light of ‘chzs advme I canﬁrm that at present I am satisfied '{:hat lssumg exporl
licenses for air combat platforms and associated items which could be used by the
Royal Sa.ud1 Air Foree in the conflict in Yemen would be consistent with the
requirements of Criterion 2(c) of the Consolidated Criteria.

Inreaching this conclusion, T am aware of the reported US decision to halt exports of
| precision guided munitions (PGM) to Saudi Arabia, and note that

have recéiVe cliﬁ tlon that the decision isnota
biock on all PGM exports, but related to one case only.

The issue of export licen ing to Saudi Arabia continues to be very finely balanced and

I will conitinue to keep the situation under close and careful review and will inform
you lmmedlately if there is any change in my assessment of whether the Cr ﬁ:emon
2(c) threshold has been met.
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Iam cepymgthxs Jetter to the Secretaries of State for Defence and International

Development.

THE RT HON BORIS JOHNSON MP

Foreign and Commonwealth Office
15" December 2016



